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AVIATION RANGE SAFETY 


The four services all have varying missions and distinct areas of emphasis with regard to training and operations of aircraft on our training ranges.  Due in part to these different missions, types, and weapons of aircraft within the four services, some areas have evolved which may conflict when the services are joined for training.  In part this has been resolved through joint documents, training, and exercises, but some areas remain for further standardization and safety considerations.


In a March 4, 2005 memo, Dr Paul W. Mayberry, Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Readiness and Chairman of the Training Transformation Senior Advisory Group, chartered an Aviation Range Safety Sub-Group, subordinate to the Cross Service Range Use Standardization Working Group.   The purpose of the Aviation Range Safety Sub-Group is to facilitate joint training and co-use of Service ranges and to collaboratively develop range safety policy and procedures.  The mission is to identify range safety issues, develop comprehensive range strategies accommodating expanding requirements and limitations, and resolve conflicts created by differing Service perspectives or needs, specific to aviation range safety. 


This group has met, on average, monthly to help resolve service differences and to provide better standardization where feasible.  To date, a draft Aviation Range Safety Agreement (ARSA) has been promulgated, and as one of the recommendations within the ARSA a new tool is being developed to meet the needs of all four services regarding an aviation footprint.  This Weapons Danger Zone (WDZ) tool will be government owned, available to range managers and users via the internet.  For the USN, USA, and USMC, the tool will reside within the Range Manager’s Tool Kit (RMTK), and serve to complement the already existing array of safety tools resident available now.  Numerous other areas are also addressed within the ARSA.


Future endeavors of the IPT will encompass remotely piloted vehicle use on ranges, scheduling issues, standardization of range control measures, and more.  Ever evolving modernization of instrumentation, weapons, and delivery platforms will require close coordination and safety considerations within the services.  This Aviation Range Safety group will continue to meet the challenges of multi-service cooperation as they arise. 
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