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In accordance with Department of Defense Directive 4715.11, “Environmental and Explosives Safety Management on Operational Ranges Within the United States” (10 May 2004) and Department of Defense Instruction 4715.14, “Operational Range Assessments” (30 November 2005), the U.S. Army Environmental Center (USAEC) is currently conducting range assessments at all Army installations located within the United States – including Reserve and National Guard sites – that contain operational ranges.  The Army’s Operational Range Assessment Program is designed to determine whether a release or a substantial threat of release of munitions constituents of concern from an operational range to an off-range area creates an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment.  This effort is part of the Army’s Range Sustainment Program and is not part of an existing cleanup program.  

Operational Range Assessments will be conducted in two phases: a Qualitative Assessment and a Quantitative Assessment.  During the Qualitative Assessment, existing information will be collected to determine whether munitions constituents may potentially migrate off of range areas and create an unacceptable risk to off-range receptors.  If the information collected and reviewed indicates that the potential exists for a release or substantial threat of release from an operational range or range complex, a follow-up Quantitative Assessment that may include sampling of the surface water, ground water, and/or soil will be conducted.  This will determine if munitions constituents are migrating off the range complex, and, if so, whether human health or the environment could be adversely affected.
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