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4. Abstract -  

FCS Live/Virtual/Constructive Training Requirements and Their Impacts on Training Land & Ranges
Training the FCS BCT will require innovative approaches to use of training areas and ranges for training.  The area of influence for FCS BCTs is far greater than current force units; it is unlikely that installations will have sufficient maneuver training space for conducting current force-on-force exercises for like-sized FCS BCT units (e.g., Armor Battalion vs. FBCT Combined Arms Battalion (CAB)). 

Beyond Line of Sight, Non-Line-of-Sight (NLOS) capabilities, unmanned aerial and ground vehicles, Army Airspace command and control (A2C2), Joint Force-controlled operations, live training, and other factors may exhaust the availability of ranges training land and airspace.  Thus, conducting multi-echelon, combined arms training for live FCS BCT will increasingly involve Soldiers and units forces operating simultaneously in LVC-IA training environments.  Soldiers and units operating in Virtual simulators and Constructive simulations complete a realistic training environment for Soldiers and units training in live instrumented ranges.  

The FCS BCT employment concepts, enabled by a robust and redundant C4ISR network, are characterized by conducting:

· Non-contiguous operations;

· Operational maneuver to greater depths than current and Stryker forces;

· LOS/BLOS/NLOS munitions and delivery systems of greater range, precision, and lethality;

· Three-dimensional urban operations; 

· Operations as part of a joint force; and, 

· Maneuver out of contact to positions of advantage. 

These FBCT employment characteristics, combined with FCS technologies will enable a “quality of firsts – see first, understand first, act first, and finish decisively.”

Ground forces have been and will continue to be the essential nucleus in joint force land operations.  The need for America’s Army to have the best-trained and equipped Soldiers and units will not change.
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