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Abstract

As a result of recent operational experience, Army and Air Force senior leaders determined at the 2004 Army-Air Force Warfighter Talks that there was a need for Joint Terminal Attack Control (JTAC) capability to control Close Air Support (CAS) at the maneuver company level, and for development of Joint Fires Observers (JFOs) at the platoon level.  The JFO is a Soldier trained to function as an extension of the Air Force JTAC to enable the maneuver commander to employ CAS over a much broader area of the battlespace.

The Air Force is intensifying its effort to train sufficient JTACs to meet Army requirements.  To train JFOs, both the Air Force and the Army are now operating JFO Courses.  JFO production will increase rapidly over the next year, and with the proliferation of JFOs and JTACs come increased sustainment training requirements.  To remain current and qualified, JFOs and JTACs must control both fixed and rotary wing aircraft regularly on Army and Air Force ranges.  Ranges must be ready to accommodate this increased training requirement and to maximize live, virtual, and constructive opportunities to ensure the JFO is trained and ready to employ Joint Fires.






