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Facts.
1. The ALO is a hierarchical model of Learning Objects based on the structure of Army Courseware outlined in TRADOC Reg. 350-70.

2. The ALO specification provides for a standardized method to interface courseware ‘raw’ content and external metadata from contractor developers for storage in a courseware repository.  With the intent of providing a means to discover and reuse content pieces in diverse authoring tools. 

3. The ALO is implemented in Extensible Markup Language (XML) based on a standard Document Type Definition (DTD).  This DTD follows the structure of TR 350-70 to define a course and its underlying content structures including; phase, module, lesson, learning objectives, learning steps/activities and multi-media items.  It also includes the structures to collect and store examination (test) definitions and associated test items (questions).
4. The ALO also focuses on the storage structure established by the Army Training Information Architecture (ATIA) database.  Thus it provides the means to capture logical relationships of courseware content to external entities, such as; Occupations (MOS), Tasks, Reference Documents, etc.
5. Currently the ALO DTD is at version 3.1 and is the baseline for ATIA software development.  The DTD and its content requirements are specified in a document called the ALO Specification.  This document as well as the underlying DTD, an example XML document and a supporting XML Style-sheet (XSL) are all published on the web at the ATIMP Web Site, Technical Standards Suite page. 
6. Currently studying the feasibility of replacing the DTD with a W3C Schema to allow for better type and content constraint specifications.



