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The Digital Air Ground Integration Range (DAGIR)

ABSTRACT

  Army Aviation gunnery training requirements changed dramatically as a result of 9/11.  In addition to hovering engagements, running/diving fire must be trained.  Today’s COE  requires seamless air/ground integration in complex terrain.  Ground forces, mounted or dismounted, frequently call for attack helicopter fires to solve complex tactical problems.  These and other challenges are the foundation of the TPIO-L/USAAWC teamed effort to define COE air/ground integration training requirements.  The proponent endorsed DAGIR White Paper defines requirements and establishes a facility placement concept.  

  Facility construction for the first DAGIR at begins FY07 at Fort Bragg with completion scheduled for FY09.  There are currently 5 DAGIRs on the AMRP.  While Aviation can conduct tables on DMPRCs, there is substantial additional effort required for targetry, scoring, and firing position establishment (LOS, marking, etc.).           

  Efforts are ongoing to define player unit solutions, scoring system enhancement, and target improvement.  By leveraging player unit output, the scoring system can be economically improved to meet many of the DA validated ONS requirements.  A key objective is ensuring Aviation player units are compatible with DMPRC/DMPTR facilities.  Targetry efforts are focused on providing ROC/V signature for DAGIR targets.  This may be accomplished in numerous ways and analysis has produced several concepts for stationary and moving lifter-based targetry.  Additionally, 3D diving fire targets are required to support rocket training. 

  DAGIR supports crew qualification, the foundation of any gunnery program.  It provides the requisite maneuver area to enable lead-wing high energy engagements during Table X and Joint combined arms (JFIRE/JCAS) training during Table XII.  These capabilities will gain importance as we move to Joint interdependence.  Even now, air/ground integration issues repeatedly surface during Joint, Army, Air Force, and Marine doctrinal working groups.  DAGIR facility capabilities/components will do much to answer these issues.   Overarching coordination between Live Training Division, USAAWC, all involved agencies, and material providers must continue to ensure the success of these facilities.
